
January, 2019 Newsletter 

From the Desk oF mr. Bartels: 

It is hard to believe that first semester has come and gone and that we are in the year 2019 
already.  We hope that everyone had a great 2018.  With it being a New Year and new 
semester, it brings us a new beginning a fresh start.  We realize that the change of reporting 
how our students are progressing in the classroom has not been the easiest.  We are 
committed to improving the process.  We believe that the new system, standards-based 
reporting, gives our students and parents a more detailed report of how a student is learning 
and what they are specifically learning.  We appreciate your on-going support and patience as 
we navigate through this important chance.   

Parent teacher conferences are right around the corner.  However, you do not have to wait for 
our annual scheduled conference times to meet with your child’s teachers, please schedule a 
meeting should you feel it necessary. 

Mr. Bartels 

From the Desk of Mr. Birkmeier: 

As we start the second semester, I would like to take moment to thank all of the staff, parents, and 
students for their cooperation and understanding as I settled into my new position.  RMS is a great place to be 
and I could not be happier to get to know your students.  Richmond is a special community and I am thrilled to 
continue to be a part of it. 

I also want to take a moment to recognize some of the extra-curricular programs that we have started at 
RMS this year.  We continue to listen to students and find ways to excite them with educational activities.  For 
the first time this year, RMS is offering an Odyssey of the Mind program.  Odyssey of the Mind is a creative 
problem solving competition.  What does that mean you ask?  Odyssey of the Mind teaches students how to 
think in different ways by providing open-ended problems that appeal to a wide range of interests. Students 
learn how to identify challenges and to think creatively to solve those problems. They are free to express their 
ideas and suggestions without fear of criticism.  Students do this by working in teams of up to seven students to 
create a solution to a problem that Odyssey of the Mind creates.  RMS was able to support one team this year 
and we hope to expand that next year as more student interest arises. 

We have also started a new after school science club called Blue Devils Lab.  The club goal is to produce 
a science television show to be viewed once a month via the school announcements. On the show, students 
perform “at home” lab investigations. While performing the experiments students give details about materials 
being used for the lab, the observations being made while the lab is performed, as well as, give details about the 
scientific concepts taking place throughout the experiment. Similar to what you would see on Bill Nye the 
Science Guy.  The students have done several videos already and they have turned out great. 

Thank you again for your support.  As always, please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

 



Students of the Month: 

December: 

5th Grade:  Jacob Pacitto,  Marissa DeRosa, Ava Laske and Daryan McEwen 

6th Grade:  Kaleb Maska and Kaitlyn Teltow 

7th Grade:  Andrew DeBuck and Ella Hill 

8th Grade:  Avery Ball and Marcus Thompson 

January: 

5th Grade:  Gwendolyn McCoy, Nathan Fraley, Ella Wilton, Sabrina Sypniewski 

6th Grade:  Olivia Ryan and Josh Fouchia 

7th Grade:  Lily Yelencich and Lucas Vandenabeele 

 8th Grade:  Maddie Foss and Noah Harris 

 

RMS Winter Athletic Season: 
Our winter athletic season has concluded.  Our boys’ basketball season along with our competitive 
cheer teams had a great season.   A big thank you to our coaches who mentored our student athletes, 
Coach Cox, Coach Romano and Coach Parker.   

7th and 8th Grade Girls Volleyball Tryouts Volleyball Tryouts: Attention any 7th and 8th Grade girls 
that are interested in trying out for volleyball. Tryouts will be at the end of January.   CURRENT YEAR 
physical and emergency form on file in order to tryout. A CURRENT YEAR physical is one given on or 
after April 15, 2018. Forms are available in the middle school office. 

Middle School Wrestling has started.  If interested in joining, please contact Mr. Day.  

 

 

 

 

 

Counselor’s corner:  Mrs. May 

January was an exciting time for our 7th grade students! We began the process of exploring career options and 
individual interests by using a program called Career Cruising. Students took an interest inventory indicating 
what they like and dislike and then received a list of careers that they may be interested in based on their 
individualized interests!  Career Cruising is a powerful program, giving the students in depth access to careers to 
explore, salary ranges for each career, interviews of people in each field, education needed to get there and 



even schools that they can attend to receive that training!  It is so much fun to see the students exploring 
careers and to see them get excited about their opportunities!   

 

 
 

The 6th grade band held a mini concert at RMS in the Café on Tuesday, January 15.  
The concert was well attended and the audience was treated with Mrs. Schack 
explaining what our beginning band has been up to since the first days of school.   

Richmond Middle School: SOLO AND ENSEMBLE RESULTS 2019:  
Congratulations to our Richmond Middle School 8th grade band students, Isabelle Dobbelaer, Marissa Germain, and 
Haile Krywy, who participated in Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association District 16 Middle School Solo 
and Ensemble festival held on Saturday, January 19, at Rochester High School. Musical events were rated by a judge 
and given a rating one to five, with one being considered superior. Isabelle received a second division rating for her 
clarinet solo, Marissa earned a first division on her flute solo, and Haile also earned a first division. Congratulations to 
all our RMS student musicians on this outstanding accomplishment! 

 Prefestival 7th, 8th, and HS Bands only on February 21st.  A note will go home for the 7th & 8th 
Graders. Reminder about the concert BLACK this year for all students.  Black dress pants, shoes, & shirts 
(HS in tuxes and skirts).  

 8th Grade Band festival looks like Feb. 28th (this is a half day) call time about 2:30 or 3pm.   
 HS Band festival looks like March 7th earlier than in years past.  Time still TBA.  I will need a trailer driver 

for at least the HS festival and chaperones for both!  Times are still tentative.  



 HS Band is asked to perform for the county school board meeting on February 26th (Tuesday).  Times 
are TBD - probably 6:30pm-7:30pm time frame.  Please check your/their schedules! All students should 
plan on attending.   

 6th Grade band concert for the 5th graders will be March 20th during the school day (about 12pm) start 
time.  Parents will be invited to attend.  

 2019-2020 Marching Band Camp dates are August 5th - August 10th! 

 

The group of WEB leaders held their January meeting to plan their lessons for their 5th grade 
Webkins coming in February.  The group also had their monthly lunch with their 5th grade 
Webkins.      

 

 
  

Our RMS Student Council:  The student council came up with two 
building wide initiatives in the month of January.   
 

1.   The students have created a Shine Ticket program similar to 
the Shine Tickets (PBIS program) that teachers give to each 



student who display the characteristics/qualities of:  Self-
Directed Learner, Homework, Neighborly, and Engaged.  The 
student to teacher ticket has the following 
characteristics/qualities:  Sincere, Helpful, Interesting, 
Neighborly, and Expert.   

2. The council also has chosen to replace all the American Flags in 
the classrooms.  The old American Flags will be properly 
disposed of by the local VFW Halls.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RMS Builders Club: 

 



 

 

The NJHS Lee Elementary Blue Buddy Mentoring Program has been continuing despite the cold walk to 
the elementary. It is a highlight of the day for both the elementary students and the NJHS members to 
take part in the program.        

 

Our RMS bin designated to collect clothes and shoes 
was delivered to the campus.  It is located next to 
the bin/dumpster used for paper collection.  The bin 
is now available for donations of clothes and 
shoes.  The bin is on a schedule to be emptied on a 
regular basis.  Each classroom each has a small bin.  
The bin is for papers that can be recycled.  The plan 
is to empty them weekly.   

The club is currently working on getting the 2019 
certification.   



 

We have had some great incentives for our S.H.I.N.E. winners over the course of the last 
couple of months.  We ended our 1st quarter with tickets to a Detroit Pistons game.  2nd 
quarter ended with tickets to a Detroit Redwing game.  Thank you to our many staff 
members who are sharing their many talents to acknowledge our students here at RMS 
and offering a great experience for them to remember.   Our PBIS committee would like 
to thank the RMS PTA for donating Winterfest Tickets as a Shine Prize.  

 

 

 

 

 

Richmond K-12 Theatre Group:  The group performed Guys and Dolls Jr.  for three shows 
at the RHS Auditorium.  The auditorium was a packed house each night.  Great Job by all 
those who took part in the experience.   



 

The PTA annual WinterFest will be Friday, February 1st.   This is going to be a 
great night for RMS students.   
 
Next Meeting:  Wednesday, February 6th, 3 PM. - RMS Media Center.   

Food Service:   

 

 Need Extra Cash? 
Join the School Meals Team at 

Richmond Community Schools 
 
This is an exciting opportunity to become a part of the school 
nutrition program. We currently have 2 openings for 
substitute workers for the current school year. The School 
Meals Team works together to prepare and serve healthy 
breakfasts and lunches for our students. Good nutrition is an 
essential part of the educational process. Work hours are 
during the school day. Join our team today to be a part of  
our great program!  Contact:  John Estrada 
Non-Discrimination Statement 
In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education amendments of 1972, Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age 
Discrimination Act of 1975, Title II of the Americans with Disability Act of 1990, and Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act of 1977, it is the policy of the Richmond 
Community School District that no person shall, on the basis of race, color, religion, military status, national origin or ancestry, sex (including sexual 
orientation), disability, age (except as authorized by law), height, weight, or marital status be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or 
be subjected to, discrimination during any program, activity, service or employment. Inquiries related to any nondiscrimination policies should be directed 
to the Superintendent, 35276 Division Road, Richmond, MI 48062, (586) 727-3565. 


